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Lord Roberts on 23 November 1908 had put forward in the
house of lords his demand for conscription. It could not be
acceded to, not merely because liberal sentiment disliked it, but
because its adoption would have precipitated war. But, as we
have just seen, in 1910 leading ministers and ex-ministers on
both sides were not averse to joining in a programme which
included the Swiss form of national military training. In that
year Admiral Fisher, the strongest champion of the 'blue water5
school, ceased to be first sea lord. And in July 1909 the French-
man, Bleriot, had made the first aeroplane crossing of the
Channel. In January 1911 Asquith was induced by Haldane
to appoint the sub-committee of the Committee of Imperial
Defence, which produced the famous 'War-Book', in which there
was worked out for each Department every detail of what it
should do in the event of war, all necessary proclamations or
orders in council being kept ready in type. The War-Book was
constantly revised till August 1914, when it proved of inestim-
able value.
Till midsummer 1911 general relations with Germany re-
mained good. In May the Kaiser visited London for the unveil-
ing of the Queen Victoria Memorial. In June his son, the Crown
Prince, attended King George's coronation. But at the end of
that month the German government, at the instance of Kiderlen-
Wachter, its foreign secretary, took a step which shook Europe.
This was the dispatch of the German gunboat Panther to Agadir
in Morocco. The resulting crisis was not less serious than those
of 1905-6 and of 1908-9.
Since the Franco-German Morocco agreement of February
1909, France had given a widening interpretation to the Special
political interests', which the agreement allowed her in that
country. In April 1911 there was a crisis at Fez, the Moroccan
capital, the Sultan being threatened by the advance of a Pre-
tender with a native army. The French accordingly marched
a force there with—as they announced beforehand to the Signa-
tory Powers—the object of protecting the European residents.
Sir Edward Grey accepted that motive, but others might well
be suspected; and Spain proceeded to make a parallel expedition
within her sphere of influence. Berlin said little; but Kiderlen-
Wachter seems early to have made up his mind that the Act of
Algeciras was dead, that French absorption of Morocco was
inevitable, and that the only thing left for Germany was to
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